
Why our Cultural Identity is 
Important 



My Journey
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The Hawke Family

3. Margaret 1943 (RIP 29)1. Richard 1941 (RIP 1.5) 2. Rosie 1942 (RIP 6mths) 4. Robert 1945 (RIP 59)

5. Anna 1946 (RIP 71) 6. Raymond 1947 (RIP 46) 8. Dudley 1948  (RIP 52) 9. Joe 1950 (RIP 42)



13. Rosy 1961 (RIP 46) 14. Lorraine 1962 15. Pasty 1964 16. Roderick 1966

12. Freddy 1960 (RIP 47)11. Barbara 195810. Kevin 1956  7. Jimmy 1951 



My Siblings
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Aborigines Protection Board 

Assimilation Policy was introduced in 1962 

Sister Kate’s Children's Home for Quarter Caste 
Children.



My New Family: 1967 - 1976



Angry Years



Next 20 years Drinking



1979 Went Back to my Family.



Fostered many Aboriginal 
Children over 35 years



A Family of my Own



13th February 2008

For the pain, suffering and hurt of these stolen 
generations, their descendants and for their families 
left behind, we say sorry.

He promised “A future 
where this parliament 

resolves that the injustices 
of the past must never, 
never happen again”.

A future where we embrace 
the possibility of new 
solutions to enduring 
problems where old 

approaches have failed.

To the mothers and the fathers, the brothers 
and the sisters, for the breaking up of families 
and communities, we say sorry.



…and then 
in 2013:



Aboriginal Placement Principle

• Placement with a member of the child’s family (kin);

• Placement with a person who is not an Aboriginal person or a Torres Strait 
Islander but who, in the opinion of the CEO, is sensitive to the needs of the 
child and capable of promoting the child’s ongoing affiliation with the child’s 
culture, and where possible, the child’s family.

• Placement with a person who is an Aboriginal person or a Torres 
Strait Islander in the child’s community in accordance with local 
customary practice (kith);

• Placement with a person who is an Aboriginal person or a Torres Strait 
Islander;



Is our birth right to know who we are, and where we come 
from? The people, the land and the stories of our families are 
all part of our unique DNA of who we are. Understanding our 

history and the history of our people will help build your 
personal growth and self-esteem, and it gives our children 

self-pride and courage to stand strong as future leaders in our 
community. 



Current Programs

(1) Standing Strong – Identity and belonging

(2) Who’s My Mob? – Identifying extended family

(3) Finding Families – Finding a family member to live with

(4) Fire Star Camps - Boys Healing Camps

(5) Family Carers Support  - Uniting WA Metro region



Standing Strong

A program which helps young people identify with their 
Aboriginality and to understand the importance of their Aboriginal 
families, communities and culture, and gives them the tools to feel 
safe and strong while reconnecting with their Cultural identity.

This process is done in consultation with the Child and Carer were 
Kinship Connections provides support and expertise throughout 
the process, by walking the journey with the young person if they 
wish to reconnect to their birth families. 



Who’s My Mob?

A program to help Aboriginal children and young people identify 
who are their birth families. This gives them a sense of belonging 
to their family, history and culture. 

This is done in consultation with the child's Aboriginal family and 
the Aboriginal community.

The child is given a personalised Family History Book that contains 
family trees, stories and photographs of their birth families. 



Finding Families

Involves extensive research into young people’s extended families,
to identify the best “Kinship carer” to provide a safe and secure
home for the young person.
This process is carried out sensitively and with careful planning and
collaboration with the child, foster family, birth family and
Aboriginal community.

Kinship Connections uses family mapping and a cultural
competency-based safety assessment tool to identify safe family
members who have the capacity and suitability to offer a child a
safe home for short term or long term care.



Awaken The Calling of Your 
Ancestors 

Fire Star Camps



Circle of Courage

(Brendtro, Brokenleg, & VanBockern, 1990)



Family Carer Support

Uniting Wa Partnership



A Childs Loss

Parents Extended Family

Siblings Home
Dog/Pets

Toys
Bike

Friends
Sense of belonging

Identity

Cultural Ways
Aboriginality



Strong Children  

Feeling Safe

Family Connection 

Place of Belonging

Acceptance

A place to call Home

Knowledgment of their parents safety

Feeling Wanted



Aboriginal Community

Where to go for Help

Aboriginal Practice Leader

Aboriginal Agencies



As a carer of Aboriginal children, Let 
us walk with you to support you in 
this wonderful journey of discovery 

with our Aboriginal children. 
Thank You!


