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Financial support for children in care
Department of Communities

Financial support for children in care
	Financial support is available for children in care. For carers registered with the Department of Communities and where the child is in the Chief Executive Officer's care, payments can include the types of subsidies featured below.
Subsidy payments are paid to carers fortnightly in arrears from the first day the child enters the care arrangement until the day the child leaves that arrangement. 
Other payments are also available to assist with case support costs. The use of these payments, and applications for special needs loading and special purpose funding, can be discussed with your Case Manager.


Subsidy Payment Dates – July to December 2025
	July 
8th & 22nd 
	August  
5th & 19th 
	  September 2nd, 16th & 30th 
	October 
14th & 28th
	November 
11th & 25th
	December 
 9th & 23rd


Please allow 1-2 working days for payments to be received. The payments on September 2nd will also include the clothing allowance. ￼
Subsidy Payment Rates - 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026
	Basic Subsidy

	Age Group
	Fortnightly Subsidy
	Fortnightly Subsidy Country Loading 10%1
	Fortnightly Subsidy Country Loading 20%1

	0 - 6 years
	$460.55
	$506.61
	$552.66

	7 - 12 years
	$542.29
	$596.52
	$650.75

	13 - 17 years
	$624.03
	$686.43
	$748.83



	
Pocket Money2
	
	Clothing Allowance2

	Age Group
	Fortnightly Subsidy
	
	Age Group
	Allowance (3 times per year)3

	6 - 12 years
	$8.00
	
	0 - 6 years
	$178.81

	13 - 15 years
	$20.00
	
	7 - 12 years
	$235.28

	16 - 17 years4
	$26.00
	
	13 - 17 years4
	$400.00



1,2,3,4 Please see the notes on page 2.
	Short Break Care (respite)

	Age Group
	Daily Subsidy
	Daily Subsidy Country Loading 10%1
	Daily Subsidy Country Loading 20%1

	0 - 6 years
	$40.40
	$44.44
	$48.48

	7 - 12 years
	$48.16
	$52.97
	$57.79

	13 - 17 years
	$55.91
	$61.51
	$67.10



	Special Needs Loading – Part A rates

	Age Group
	Hours per week spent providing extra care to meet the special needs of a child or young person

	
	7-14 hours
	15-21 hours
	22-28 hours
	29-35 hours
	36+ hours

	0 - 6 years
	$92.11
	$184.22
	$276.33
	$368.44
	$460.55

	7 - 12 years
	$108.46
	$216.92
	$325.38
	$433.84
	$542.29

	13 - 18 years
	$124.81
	$249.61
	$374.42
	$499.22
	$624.03



	Please Note:
1. Country Loading 10% applies to carers located in the Mid-West and Goldfields. Country Loading 20% applies to carers located in East Kimberley, West Kimberley and the Pilbara.
2. Young people who are in paid employment or receiving a Centrelink benefit are not eligible to receive pocket money or clothing allowance. 
3. Clothing allowance is paid 3 times per year in January, May and September. 
4. Young people who are aged 16-17 years will only receive pocket money and clothing allowance in extenuating circumstances. This can be discussed further with your Case Manager.
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